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Dear Friends in 
League,

The Leagues 
of  Women  
Voters of  Beloit 
and Janesville 
had a success-
ful celebration 
of  the League 
of  Women  

Voter’s Centennial on February 
8, and our speaker Meagan Wolfe 
gave us an optimistic and extensive 
view of  measures the that election  
officials have taken how well prepared 
the state of  Wisconsin is to provide  
voters with fair and secure elections 
in 2920. Wisconsin is unique in  
having designed its own  
election system software rather than  
relying upon a commercial  
vendor and in having elections run 
at the local level by 1300? municipal 
clerks. (Fully 1/6-1/5 of  all election 
officials in the US are in Wisconsin!)

Guests at the Luncheon  
participated in a League  
Centennial Day of  Action by  
writing 200 postcards to the  
members of  the Wisconsin  
legislative committees that are 
responsible for legislation for  
redistricting reform. Since the 
1970s the LWV has advocated  
for independent nonpartisan  
commissions to redraw voting maps 
after each US census. 

In Wisconsin, the only remedies 
to partisan gerrymandering depend 
on action by the Legislature.

On April 7, the voters of  Rock 
County an send a message to  
our legislators to end partisan  
gerrymandering by voting “YES” 
on the advisory referendum that 
asks: “Should the Wisconsin  
legislature create a nonpartisan 
procedure for the preparation 
of  legislative and congressional  
district plans and maps?”  While 
cynics may view this exercise as a  
“pointless referendum” it provides 
one of  the best opportunities that 
most voters in Rock County will 
have to express their opinion and 
have their voices heard.

As League members we should 
each do all that we can to educate 
our families, friends and neighbors 
about the harm gerrymandering 
does to our democracy, and we 
need to encourage them to vote 
YES on this advisory referendum. 
Please consider writing a letter to 
the editor of  your local newspaper 
to express your views. If  you are 
on Facebook or Twitter, “Share” 
and “Retweet” relevant posts with 
your followers. If  you are looking 
for “the right words” there are some 
nice summary statements on the 
LWVUS website at https://www.
lwv.org/voting-rights/redistricting

FOR THE FIRST TIME, 

our Janesville League will be  
placing our Voting Guide to 
LOCAL ELECTIONS on the 
LWVEF’s www.VOTE411.org   
platform for the Spring  
Election.  Lisa Johnson and her  
committee have worked hard to 
invite all the candidates running 
for office in north Rock County 
cities and school districts, and all  
candidates running for the Rock 
County Board of  Supervisors 
throughout the entire county, to 
respond to the League’s questions 
about their positions on key issues. 

In 2018 over 43,000 Wisconsin 
voters got candidate information 

Announcement 
of  Annual  
Meeting date 
and location.  
Wednesday,  
May 6 at Basics 
(Social 5:30;  
Meeting 6:00-
7:30) 
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H President
Continued from page 1

Nancy Sonntag
Treasurer

Greetings fellow League members,
I am resigning as treasurer effective March 2nd so 

that I can serve as the campaign treasurer for someone 
running for a state office.  As I leave the Board I would 
like to share some thoughts with you.

The League of  Women Voters does very important 
work at the local, state and national level.  We continue 
to work to register and educate voters.  During this 
Presidential election year it is even more important to 
continue our good work, but to do so requires funding.

At the local level we have made the decision to  
keep our dues low to keep membership affordable for 
everyone.  However, only about $3.00 of  your dues 

remains with the local league.  To meet our annual 
budget requires fund-raisers and/or donations.  

Last year we were very fortunate to work with the 
Women’s Fund on an event entitled Votes for Women.  
The League portion of  the net profits from that event 
was over $2,000.  Needless to say that improved our 
bottom line considerably.  The previous year we needed 
to take $1,000 from our savings account to meet our 
expenses.  We were able to replenish that money and 
start this year in the black because of  those funds.

We have just concluded our initial budget planning 
for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.  Our budget includes 
donations from individuals and businesses to balance.

Please consider how you can help our local league 
balance our budget in the fiscal year that begins on July 
1st.

Message from Nancy Sonntag

from VOTE411.org. We expect that putting our local 
Voter Guide on this platform will help us provide  
information to more voters than we have been able to 
reach in past. 

Don’t miss our Janesville City Council  
Candidate Forum on Wednesday, March 4, at 
the Hedberg Public Library from 6:30-8:00 p.m. JATV 
and Forward Janesville are co-sponsors of  this event 
and JATV will record the forum for later broadcast and 
streaming.

Linda

Like us on Facebook

<facebook.com/JanesvilleLeagueof-
WomenVoters>

Follow us on Twitter
<twitter.com/LWVJanes-

ville>   OR 
<@LWVJanesville>

Vote YES for Fair 
Maps • April 7

The LWV WI Annual Meeting will be in Apple-
ton on June 12-13. Watch the LWV WI website at 
https://my.lwv.org/wisconsin/calendar 
for more information.

 The LWV National Convention will 
be in Washington, DC on June 25-28. 
Watch the LWV website at https://
www.lwv.org/league-management/
manage-your-league for more informa-
tion.

Agendas and information about reg-
istration are not yet available online for 
either event as of  today.. 

No one one the Board indicated that 

they were planning to attend the National Convention 
so Pat  Zody and I will share a room.

State and National Convention Planning



Special FREE Film Event: 

Adios Amor: The Search for Maria Moreno 
Featuring a LIVE Conversation with the Film’s Director, Laurie Coyle 
 

When: Thursday, March 12, 6:30-8:30 PM 
Where: UWW at Rock County, Allen Hall 106 
 
 

 

 

In Adios Amor, the discovery of lost photographs sparks the search for a hero 
that history forgot—Maria Moreno, a migrant mother driven to speak out by her 
children’s hunger. Years before Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta launched the 
United Farm Workers, Maria picked up the only weapon she had—her voice.  
Discover the long lost story and legacy of this first farmworker woman hired as 
an organizer. 
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Celebrating 100 years!

Carol Herzig, photos
(Left to Right) President Linda Reinhardt, Gayle Hotchkiss, our speaker Meagan Wolfe. Luncheon covered by 
Channel 3!



Some of the candidates and office 
holders that attended the celebration.



By Susan Amber Johnson
Natural Resources

A new bill focused on protecting migratory birds was 
introduced into the House of  Representatives’ Natural 
Resources Committee on January 8, 2020;  HR5552, 
the Migratory Bird Protection Act of  2020.  In 2017, 
President Trump’s Interior Department reversed 
migratory bird conservation policy held for forty years.  
American policy toward the conservation of  migratory 
birds was first established by the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act of  1918.  This original Act made it illegal to “take, 
possess, import, export, transport, sell, purchase, barter, 
or offer for sale any migratory bird, or the parts, nests, 
or eggs of  such birds.”  To find a list of  birds covered by 
this Act visit: https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-
regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.
php.  

Over time, the most controversial part of  the Act 
would be how to legally define, “take.”  Would “take” 
mean intentional harm only, such as with hunting and 
trapping?  Throughout the 19th century and into the 
early 20th century, several bird species, the Heath hen, 
Great auk, Labrador duck, Carolina parakeet, and the 
passenger pigeon were being hunted to extinction.  For 
the most part, the hunting was for food.  However, from 
the mid-late 19th century, birds such as Great egrets, 
Snowy egrets, and Great blue herons were killed en 
masse, not for food, but for their feathers, which were 
used in popular women’s hats of  the time.  Some of  
these hats even sported taxidermy birds attached.  The 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of  1918 was essential for 
saving these bird species for future generations.  

By 1972, with the advent of  the environmental  
movement, and subsequent founding of  the  
Environmental Protection Agency, an amendment was 
attached to the original Treaty Act.  It added 32  
families of  birds to the treaty, including owls, hawks, 
and eagles, protecting 1,026 bird species.  In addition, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service began suing corporations 
which engaged in practices that incidentally killed 
birds through their business practice.  Federal courts 
began to be divided as to how to define “take.”  Strict 

constructionists ruled, it meant only intentional harm, 
hunting and trapping, as in the past.  Other judges  
saw that “take” could also mean incidental takes by 
corporations in their everyday industrial practices. 

Early in 2017, the new Department of  the Interior 
under Trump stopped the Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
broader enforcement policy.  The new policy would 
place sole responsibility for enforcing conservation with 
the Interior Department and its new head, Ryan Zinke.  
It would bypass Congress and the courts altogether.  
Supporters of  this reversal in policy felt that federal 
judges had too much leeway in determining penalties, 
and charged fossil fuel companies more for killing birds 
than they did wind farms. 

Conservationists regarded the new policy as  
reverting back to the time when corporate violators 
were not held accountable for their impact on the  
environment.  David O’Neill, chief  conservation  
officer at the National Audubon Society said, “By  
acting to end industries’ responsibility to avoid millions of   
gruesome bird deaths per year, the White House is 
parting ways with more than 100 years of  conservation 
legacy.”  The Audubon society lobbied hard for the 
new bill, Migratory Bird Protection Act of  2020.  

This bill takes the broader perspective of  “take” and 
prohibits “the incidental taking of  migratory birds by 
commercial activities unless the activity is authorized 
under a permit or is identified as posing a minimal 
risk to migratory birds.”  Responsibility for making  
corporations accountable for incidental takes will revert 
to the Fish and Wildlife Service.  The agency will  
establish and maintain research to evaluate  
environmental impacts of  commercial activities on 
birds.

The good news is that as of  January 15, 2020, this bill 
passed the Natural Resources committee.  It will now 
go to the full House for debate and a vote.  Most likely, 
the bill will pass the House, but Audubon members  
are encouraged to contact their congressional  
representatives.   Great Lakes Audubon provided an 
action alert for members to complete and send to our 
representatives.  I completed it on behalf  of  the Green-
Rock Audubons

Unfortunately, our 
present Senate will  
likely not take up the bill  
during this  
Congress.  However, with  
passage of  the House, full  
support will once again 
exist wildlife and bird 
conservation.  It is a 
strong statement for the 
future of  our birds!

The Advocacy Report: News We Need



Mary Buelow
Census Coordinator

The Census is the largest peacetime  
mobilization this country does, with half  a million Census  
employees fanning out across the country to count every  
person in the United States, count them once (and only 
once), and count them in the right place.  The Census  
happens only once every ten years, however, so  
each time this country does one the most of  the  
infrastructure must be created from scratch.  It’s been 
described as “flying an airplane while it’s being built”.

Under these circumstances it’s perfectly normal for 
the average person to be a little confused about the 
process.  Unfortunately it’s also normal for con artists to 
take advantage of  that confusion to try to scam people.  
So what should the average person do?

First, we should all learn how the process for 
the 2020 Census works. 1.) In March 2020, your household will receive a 

postcard in the mail with instructions how to respond 
online.

2.) Respondents will visit 2020census.gov to access 
and complete the census questionnaire.

3.)You’re done.

4.) If  you do not have Internet access at home, you 
can come to the library and use library computers, 
or you can use other options provided by the Census.  
There will be more information on these options in the 
weeks ahead.

We also need to know how to recognize red 
flags for possible frauds.  The Census Bureau 
will:

• never ask for your Social Security number

• never ask for your bank account or credit card 
numbers.

• never ask for money or donations.

In addition, the Census Bureau: 

• will not contact you on behalf  of  a political party.

• will not send your Census form via e-mail

If  you see red flag activity from anyone or anything 
claiming to be from the 2020 Census, report the  
suspicious activity to the Census Bureau Customer  
Service Hotline at 1-800-923-8282.

The 2020 Census is coming!



Mary Buelow
Diversity Committee

Historic sites and monuments and markers abound 
the American landscape.  I remember my parents  
pulling onto the shoulders of  Wisconsin  
highways so one of  us could read a brown wood sign  
describing some significant thing that happened near this 
place.  I read placards attached to old houses, listened  
to docents giving tours, and studied statues and  
monuments in town squares and city centers. They 
provided random bits of  trivia that helped me shape 
my view of  our country and its history.  

But I didn’t think much about who put those  
markers there, or why.  I didn’t know about the  
creation of  the idea, the fundraising, permits,  
permissions, and politicking it required. I was  
completely unaware of  the messages and agendas some 
of  these sites were designed to convey.  I didn’t question 
their accuracy.   I never thought to ask:  Whose story 
is being told here?  Why was this story featured and 

that one left out?  and, What is the purpose of  public  
history anyway?

James Loewen does ask these questions in his book 
Lies Across America: What Our Historic Sites Get Wrong.  
He discusses the history and sociology of  public  
monuments in a series of  essays, which are followed by 
a travelogue of  historically inaccurate and problematic 
sites around the country.  This discussion has taken 
on new significance in the two years since the vio-
lence erupted over confederate statues in Charlotteville,  
Virginia.

Janesville League of  Women Voters Diversity  
Committee will be discussing James W Loewen’s 
Lies Across America: What Our Historic Sites Get Wrong.   
Participants are encouraged to read the  introductory 
essays, plus selected site descriptions of  your choice.  
Please join us!

Saturday March 21, 2020, 10:00 am 
Hedberg Public Library’s Public Meeting Room
Questions?  Contact Mary Buelow  at  buelow_m@

msn.com or Janet LaBrie at 608-758-3351 or  
608-449-3777.  We hope to see you there!

Vote YES for Fair Maps 
• April 7

Lies Across America: What Our Historic 
Sites Get Wrong

Saturday March 
21, 2020, 10:00 am 
Hedberg Public 

Library’s Public 
Meeting Room



Calendar of  Diversity Events
February 2020

 February 8 Black Women in Business / 
Black History Month Expo

   Beloit Historical Society, 1:00-
5:00 

 February 11 NAACP  - 2nd Tuesday of  the 
month, 6 p.m., 

   2639 Sunshine Lane, Beloit Pen-
tecostal Church

 February 17 LWV DEI - Monthly meeting
   Hedberg Public Library, Public 

Meeting Room

 February 20 Diversity Action Team
   Faces of  the Homeless in Rock 

County

 February 24 Courageous Conversations, 
5:30-7:00

   Merrill Community Center, 
1428 Wisconsin Ave, Beloit

 February 25,  Allies of  Native Nations (ANN)
   6-8 at Hedberg Public Library 

Public Meeting Room

March 2020

 March 9  Latino Services Providers Meet-
ing

   9 am - 1 p.m.

 March 10 NAACP  - 2nd Tuesday of  the 
month, 6 p.m., 

   2639 Sunshine Lane, Beloit Pen-
tecostal Church

 March 16 LWV DEI - Monthly meeting

 March 19 Diversity Action Team
   You Don’t Have to Go South To 

See Racism

 March 21 LWV  Community Book Discus-
sion

   Lies Across America: What Our 
Historic Sites Get Wrong by James     
 Loewen.  10:30-11:00 Hedberg Public Library, 
Public Meeting Room

 March 23 Courageous Conversations, 
5:30-7:00

   Merrill Community Center, 
1428 Wisconsin Ave, Beloit

 March 24,  Allies of  Native Nations (ANN)
   6-8 at Hedberg Public Library 

Public Meeting Room

April 2020

 April 13  Janesville Police Department 
Latino Liaison Advisory Committee

    1 p.m. at the JPD

 April 14 NAACP  - 2nd Tuesday of  the 
month, 6 p.m., 

   2639 Sunshine Lane, Beloit Pen-
tecostal Church

 April 16 Diversity Action Team
   LGB Coming Out Journeys: 

Time, Place and Instersectionality

 April 18 LWV Community Film Discus-
sion  title TBD

   10:30-11:00  Hedberg Public 
Library, Public Meeting Room

 April 20 LWV DEI - Monthly meeting
   Hedberg Public Library, Public 

Meeting Room

 April 27 Courageous Conversations, 
5:30-7:00

   Merrill Community Center, 
1428 Wisconsin Ave, Beloit

 April 28,  Allies of  Native Nations (ANN)
   6-8 at Hedberg Public Library 

Public Meeting Room



Our Deepest Sympathies 
Jan Kinnaman and family on the death of  her 

husband Ted. Ted, also, was a member of  our 
league. He will be greatly missed.

Experts on the League’s Legislative Committee have 
been following -- and responding to -- dozens of  
fast-tracked bills as the legislative session winds down 
toward adjournment. Following is an update on the 
progress of  bills -- both good and bad -- in this week’s 
Assembly and Senate floor sessions.

The following bills were passed by the State Assembly 
and are now in the Senate:

AJR 77 is a resolution calling on Congress to  
convene an Article V Constitutional Convention aimed 
at amending the U.S. Constitution to impose fiscal 
restraints on the federal government, limit the power 
and jurisdiction of  the federal government, and limit 
the terms of  office for its officials and for members 
of  Congress. This is a reckless proposal which could: 
render the federal government helpless in an economic 
recession or national emergency; put at risk every 
citizen right currently protected in the Constitution, 
including our rights to vote and to free speech; and 
reduce the accountability and effective performance of  
our elected leaders.

AB 794 - The League opposes this bill because the 
bureaucratic delays caused by this legislation could 
double the length of  time it takes to adopt groundwater 
standards, while not protecting public health. 

AB 792 - The League opposes this bill, which 
would expand the taxpayer-funded Clean Sweep  
program to include collection of  PFAS-containing fire  
fighting foam. While it is certainly important to clean 
up PFAS chemicals from government sources such 
as fire departments, we believe the tax-funded Clean 
Sweep program should remain limited to consumers 

and government agencies 
only, while industry should 
be required to clean up its 
own messes. 

The following bills have 
been approved by both 
Assembly and Senate and 

now will go to Governor Evers:
AB 805 - LWVWI opposes this bill which  

would require the Department of  Corrections to  
recommend revoking extended supervision, probation 
and parole for anyone charged with a new crime. Those 
so charged would spend time in prison while awaiting 
disposition of  their cases; they might be returned to 
serve additional time. 

AB 806 - LWVWI opposes this legislation which 
would expand the acts for which a juvenile may  
be placed in a juvenile correctional facility or secured 
residential care center to any acts that would be  
considered a felony if  committed by an adult. This 
would complicate the closure of  the Lincoln Hills/
Copper Lakes detention centers by adding to the  
populations there.

AB 809 - LWVWI opposes this bill which would 
make it harder for offenders to get early release to 
parole. Specifically, it would add to the list of  crimes 
that render prisoners ineligible for release due to age 
or health conditions, and it would exacerbate the 
overcrowding of  detention facilities. Like AB 805 this 
would exacerbate overcrowding and require new prison 
construction.

AB 344 - LWVWI supports this bipartisan bill to 
create a telephone company property tax exemption 
for property used to provide broadband service where 
it’s needed most -- to rural or other underserved 
areas. Because the telephone company property tax is  
collected by the state, there is no fiscal impact on local 
governments. 

We thank everyone who contacted their legislators in 
response to the Calls to Action LWVWI sent out earlier 
this week. As these bills progress, we will let you know 
when your call or e-mail to Governor Evers would 
make a difference.

See our positions on a host of  bills on the Wisconsin 
Ethics Commission’s Eye on Lobbying website.

League of  Women Voters of  Wisconsin MakingDemocracyWork

Legislative Update



Calendar
Upcoming Activities 2019-20*

*Additional events may be planned. Check website:  lwvjvl.org/upcoming-events

March 2020
March 2 Board meeting @ 6:30 

p . m . 
H e d -
b e r g 
P u b l i c 
Library

March 4 Candidate Forum for 
City Council

March 21 Diversity Book Dis-
cussion: Lies Across America: 
What Our Historic Sites Get 
Wrong by James Loewen

April 2020
April 6 Board meeting @ 6:30 

p.m. location 
April 7 Democratic/ 

Republican Primaries

May 2020
May 4 Board meeting @ 6:30 

p.m. location 
May 6 Annual Meeting @ 5:30 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Policy
Each month we will be placing our position on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Voter, as a service to our 

members.

View our new website 
at: lwvjvl.org

Contact at: janesvillel-
wv@gmail.com

LWV is an organization fully committed to  
diversity, equity, and inclusion in principle and in  
practice. Diversity, equity and inclusion are central to the 
organization’s current and future success in engaging all  
individuals, households, communities, and policy  

makers in creating  
a more perfect  
democracy.

There shall be 
no barriers to full  
participation in this 
organization on 
the basis of  gender,  
gender identity,  

ethnicity, race, native or indigenous  
origin, age,generation, sexual orientation, culture,  
religion, belief  system, marital status, parental  
status, socioeconomic status, language, accent,  
ability status, mental health, educational level or  
background, geography, nationality, work 
style,  work experience, job role function,  
thinking style, personality type, physical  
appearance, political perspective or affiliation and/
or any other characteristic that can be identified as  
recognizing or illustrating diversity. 

The Janesville LWV commits to the diversity of  
Janesville and fully endorses the LWV’s DEI policy.



Are you reading this newsletter as a ‘guest’?
Joining the League of  Women Voters is easy simply fill in this form and mail.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________________________________
Address

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________  ___________________________________
E-mail       Phone Number

o   Individual  $65.00    o   Household  $100.00 
o   Supporting  $75.00    o   Student   $10.00

o   I am unable to join the League at this time but enclosed is a contribution of  $_________.

Please make your check payable to: League of  Women Voters - 
Janesville, P.O. Box 8064, Janesville, WI 53547-8064

o I request consideration for a LWV scholarship.

Web addresses of National, 
State and Local Leagues:

To check out the action go to: LWV-US  
<www.lwv.org>    
LWV-WI   <www.lwvwi.org> 
 JaNeSVILLe LeagUe   
<www.lwvjvl.org>


