
The VoterThe Voter
www.lwvjvl.org               September 2020

What’s Inside this Issue
History Webiars    Page 3
City of  Janesville Decree   Page 4

Voter Service Report   Page 5
Calendar      Page 7

H See President’s Letter, Page 2

Dear Friends in League,
If  Covid-19 gives you lemons—

League makes lemonade. We could 
not hold a “traditional” celebration 
of  the Women’s Suffrage Centenni-
al, but my ears are still ringing from 
the honking horns in the car parade 
LWV and AAUW conducted today 
at noon to celebrate the occasion. 

(What is a more iconic event during this pandemic 
than a car parade?) We had more cars—and more 
noise-- than expected, and it was great to see so many 
League members out on the sidewalks braving the 90+ 
degree heat to cheer as we drove our route past the 
renewed Women’s History Mural on the Courthouse 
and around the downtown Janesville area. 

Covid-19 has caused the cancellation of  events that 

our Voter Services team typically attends during the 
year, but our resourceful VS team, led by Lisa Johnson 
to create a NEW event, a combined Voter Information / 
Food Drive for ECHO event that will be held in Traxler 
Park on Saturday, August 29 from 9-12. Leagues is 
providing the voter information, and Janesville service 
clubs, including Kiwanis, Lions, Optimists and Rotary 
are collecting food, personal items, and cash donations 
for ECHO. (Make checks payable to ECHO.) Stop by 
if  you can; if  you can’t, send a check to ECHO which 
is helping more than 150 additional families now than 
before the pandemic hit.

Carol Herzig, Photos
Our lead car above for the parade. Advertisement for 
the 29th.

Den Adler, Photo
The Parade up Court Street.



LWV is an organization fully committed to  
diversity, equity, and inclusion in principle and in  
practice. Diversity, equity and inclusion are central to the 
organization’s current and future success in engaging all  

individuals, households, 
communities, and policy  
makers in creating a 
more perfect democ-
racy.

There shall be 
no barriers to full  
participation

 in this organization on the basis of  gender,  
gender identity, ethnicity, race, native or indigenous  
origin, age,generation, sexual orientation, culture,  
religion, belief  system, marital status, parental  
status, socioeconomic status, language, accent,  
ability status, mental health, educational level or  
background, geography, nationality, work 
style,  work experience, job role function,  
thinking style, personality type, physical  
appearance, political perspective or affiliation and/
or any other characteristic that can be identified as  
recognizing or illustrating diversity. 
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Policy
Each month we will be placing our position on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in the Voter, as a service to our members.

The Janesville LWV commits to the diversity of  
Janesville and fully endorses the LWV’s DEI policy.

H President’s Letter
Continued from page 1

We are just a little more than two months away 
from the General and Presidential Election on Tues-
day, November 3.  While we have a very active Voter 
Services Committee, the work of  “Empowering Vot-
ers. Defending Democracy” is the responsibility of  

all League members. In last month’s newsletter, I sug-
gested a number of  actions that League members could 
take from the safety of  their homes. Here are a few 
more to consider:

Help recruit young people to be poll workers for the 
November 3 election. If  you need some inspiration you can 
attend a LWVUS webinar, “Let’s Talk about Poll Worker 
Recruitment” on Tuesday, September 1 at 2:00 pm (CDT).   

Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcvcuqupjkvH9BX-p807OMtNUbmRzl1dK1A
Check out the “Volunteers Needed” section of  the 

bi-weekly LWVWI updates that the state office sends to 
members. The August 22 edition describes the need for 
members willing to send text messages to contact voters 
on the purge list. (I’ve done this, and it’s actually kind 

of  fun. You can do this with your smartphone, tablet, 
or desktop.)

Attend LWVUS training on “Voter Reg-
istration in Unprecedented Times” on 
Thursday, September 3 at 2:00 pm CDT.  

Register at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUucOqqqDwvGd3I6xM7cDdLKOilEZjA3bty
Write a letter to the editor of  your local newspaper to 

encourage voter behavior such as:  
Request absentee ballots NOW and to mail them 

EARLY if  they choose to vote by mail.
Check that they are registered at their current address.
Go to VOTE411.org for information about the  

candidates
Watch the Candidate Forums that League moderates.
At its August meeting, the Board voted to formalize, 

and make more visible, our long-standing but little pub-
licized practice to allow persons to join the League at 
a reduced fee. In March, the LWVWI Board approved 
a Community Alliances Committee proposal to waive 
local League Per Member Assessment (PMA) payment, 
i.e., payment of  state dues, for members who join local 
Leagues at a reduced fee membership option. This is 
a DEI action designed to expand League membership 
by reducing economic barriers. Our Janesville League 
will follow a practice used by some other local Leagues 
of  calling this reduced fee membership category the 
“Open Door membership—Members pay dues they’re 
comfortable with.”

You can view our membership categories and their 

descriptions at https://www.lwvjvl.org/join-the-league
Finally, I want to encourage you to keep your eyes on 

our League calendar because a lot is going to happen 
between now and November 3. The calendar is printed 
each month in “The Voter,” but is updated more fre-
quently on our website www.lwvjvl.org  as new events 
and opportunities arise. The main menu on the website 
has been modified to make “Calendar and NEWS” a 
top-level menu choice to make it easier for visitors to 
the website to find upcoming events and meetings. The 
link to the page of  upcoming events is: https://www.
lwvjvl.org/upcoming-events 

September’s events include activities that the Voter 
Services Committee is planning for National Voter 
Registration Day (September 22) and two Saturday 
morning webinars we are co-sponsoring with the LWV 
of  Beloit (September 12 & 19) that are described else-
where in this newsletter. The date of  our LWV/JATV 
Candidate Forum for the 44th Assembly District will be 
Wednesday, October 7, but we don’t yet know dates of  
forms for other offices. 

Be safe and well.
Linda



COME JOIN US for the challenge to empower ALL citizens to exercise 
their right to VOTE in the upcoming General Election. 

Continue the celebration of  the 100th Anniversary of  19th Amendment that estab-
lished women’s right to vote by attending a free virtual two -part series on voting rights 
on September 12 and 19. The struggle for the right to vote has been  hard-won and it 
is still not over. The first webinar follows the historical struggle and the second webinar 
seeks to engage us all in the fight to keep and exercise those rights.

The Woman’s Hour Has Struck: Wisconsin’s Role in the Women’s Suffrage Movement 
Saturday, September 12, 2020, at 9:30 a.m.
Presenter: Jenny Kalvaitis, formerly of  the Wisconsin Historical Society
We will take a march through suffrage history, exploring the stories of  leaders, tactics, losses, and victories as 

women worked for the right to vote. We will also see how Wisconsin fit within the larger story of  enfranchisement 
and analyze the conflict and complications that suffragists faced as they sought the right to vote. 

Exchanging the Baton of  Political Leadership from Him to Her 
Saturday, September 19 at 9:30 a.m.
Presenter: Thelma A. Sias
Sias, one of  Milwaukee’s most powerful women due to her leadership and commitment to serve her commu-

nity, will inspire us to get involved in voting rights. Then a panel of  local organization leaders from the League 
of  Women Voters, NAACP, and others will share their plans for voter education and ask for your involvement in 
this work.  

Both Webinars are free and open to the public. Make reservations for one or both on the LWV-
Beloit Facebook page-- to register https://www.facebook.com/LeagueOfWomenVotersBeloit/

This program is possible thanks to generous grants from the Women’s Fund, Stateline Community Foundation 
and the League of  Women Voters.

Organizations on the local Centennial planning committee include LWV of  Beloit, LWV of  Janesville, Beloit 
Historical Society, American Association of  University Women- Janesville Branch.
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Are you ready to learn from the past?   
And TAKE ACTION NOW??

Carol Herzig, Photos

A Toast!
After the parade a toast to the hard work to earn the Right to Vote! Neil and Kay Deupree arriving at the Woman’s 
Club for the toast.





Voter Services Zoom Meeting August 11, 2020
Discussion:  
Moving forward our plan based on everyone’s com-

fort level 
Voter Service opportunities are increasing and there 

will continue to be opportunities to work from home 
as well.  

Refer to the link to the current Rock County Corona-
virus Disease Updates:  

https://www.co.rock.wi.us/publichealth-familycom-
munity/publichealth-communicabledisease/coronavi-
rus-disease-2019

Discussion ---some of  these tasks/projects may not be 
for everyone!  

Feel free to participate in a way that you are  
comfortable and feel safe.  

 •  Follow up on State Office Opportunities to  
Volunteer – Visit the state league website for more 
details.

 •  October 7th – 44th Assembly District Candidate 
Forum

Feel free to include any have friends or family that may want 
to participate as their schedule allows, ask them to maybe attend 
a future meeting.  If  they are unable to attend meetings but are 
interested, please let me know.

New Items or Events
Roll Out - Voter Helpline – Adding to our “voter 

services toolbox” working with Dane County League 
and  Dane  County Voter ID Coalition – We have 
(3) volunteers, Jennifer Bleak, Carol Herzig, and Janet 
LaBrie  as coordinators  to assist Dane County 
contacts with questions specific to Rock County.  

A meeting was held via Zoom.  This may be help-
ful for voters that may prefer to call instead of  going  
“online”.  The phone number to call is:  608-285-2141

August 15 –4th Ward- Back to School/Bike event 
in the park and did a “drive thru” walked the park  
Jennifer Bleak, Linda Reinhardt, Carol Herzig as well 
as Yolanda Castias for Spanish Interpreter.

August 21 ECHO Backpack Distribution Event – 
300 Bilingual voter services materials distributed.

August 29 – Traxler Park 9am until Noon – Drive 
Through Voter Education & Joint Services Event with:  
Black Hawk Golden K , Janesville Noon Kiwanis, 
Janesville Noon Lions,  Morning Rotary, Noon 
Rotary, Optimist clubs and the Forward Janesville 
Ambassadors.  

                                     
Food and Personal Items Collection by Service Clubs 

for ECHO and Voter Education by Voter Services.

We are hoping for nice weather – and thank you for 
everyone on the Voter Servics Communication Team  
for maximizing social media and our more traditional 
media sources.  If  this event is well received, we may  
have other opportunities in September and October to 
host similar events.  More to follow!

September Projects:  

Ramp up for National Voter Registration Day 
– September 22 – Stay Tuned for More Information 

Continued focus on networking with our service and 
nonprofits to assist in Voter Education to prepare for 
the Election.  We are making progress and that will be 
another one of  our focus groups in September.

Central City of  Janesville Research- Report - 
Multi unit housing sending information to managers of  
facility on Voter Services.

Board of  Realtors Information to include in 
during real estate property sale process to ensure  
buyers  and sellers are aware of  the need to  
update their address prior to the election.  Their  
organization is willing to distribute information to all 
realtors in their local association to include I n “prop-
erty sale packets”.

Working with City of  Janesville Clerk and 
City Council on additional resources for Absentee 
Ballot

Drop boxes and increased resources to handle the 
anticipated increase in early and absentee voting!  

Vote 411 Will be published by mid-September – 
prior to receipt of  absentee ballots.  

Watch for the updated information at  Vote411.org
       
September – Also Moving Forward on Revisit 

H See Voter serVice, Page 6

Voter Service Report



H Voter Service 
Continued from page 5
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Prior Connections with: 
Church Communications Restarting First 

Week of  September (Updated Church List) 
Evon Mitchell coordinating!  

Diversity Action Team –– October Event So 
You Think You Can Vote Event – October 15 – 
6:30 to  9pm Zoom – Save the date!  More 
information to follow!  

YWCA–Work with avenues to connect with her organization

Echo, Edgerton Library, Diversity Action Team, Community 
Action, United Way, Schools on hold for now

Voter Informational Posters be ordered for distribu-
tion.  Arriving any day!                                                                            

Next Voter Services Meeting
September 8, 2020 Via Zoom – 6:30-7:30 pm    
We are getting to “crunch time – go time for this 

important election and hope everyone will attend!
Thank you!!! 

Carol Herzig, Photos

August 15th – 4th Ward Park
Back to School/Bike event in the park and did a “drive 
thru” walked the park. The bikes were a huge hit!  
Volunteers: Jennifer Bleak, Linda Reinhardt, Carol Herzig as well as Yolanda Cas-
tias for Spanish Interpreter.



Upcoming Activities 2020-21*
*Additional events may be planned. Check website:  lwvjvl.org/upcoming-events

September 2020
September 12 Voter Registration Drive through at 

either Traxler or Monterey Park
September 12 & 19  9:30 a.m. Saturday morning 

webinars co-sponsoring with LWV Beloit
September 22 National Voter Registration Day

October 2020
October 7 Candidate’s Forum for the 44th Assem-

bly District LWV/JATV
November 2020
November 3 Presidential Election Day

Teresa Nguyen, photo

Voter Information Drive Thru and Food Drive for ECHO
The photo above is of our crew. (L-R) Jennifer Bleak, Ruth Robinson, Yolanda Castias, Evon Mitchell, Linda  
Reinhardt, Debbie Griffith, Lisa Johnson, Janet LaBrie, Mark Fuller, Mary Buelow, and Carol Herzig. Thank you 
volunteers!

Carol Herzig, photos
Below: the crew in action.

Calendar



Are you reading this newsletter as a ‘guest’?
Joining the League of  Women Voters is easy simply fill in this form and mail.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Name

_________________________________________________________________________________
Address

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________  ___________________________________
E-mail       Phone Number

o   Individual  $65.00    o   Household  $100.00 
o   Supporting  $75.00    o   Student   $10.00

o   I am unable to join the League at this time but enclosed is a contribution of  $_________.

Please make your check payable to: League of  Women Voters - 
Janesville, P.O. Box 8064, Janesville, WI 53547-8064

o I request consideration for a LWV scholarship.

Web addresses of National, 
State and Local Leagues:

To check out the action go to: LWV-US  
<www.lwv.org>    
LWV-WI   <www.lwvwi.org> 
 JaNeSVILLe LeagUe   
<www.lwvjvl.org>


